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Abstract

An Analysis of Jeong Yak-yong’s Concept of
‘F1E2HE(Jajujigwon)’ Based on Subjectivity

Ko Seung-hwan

Senior Researcher, Sungkyun Institute for Confucian Studies and East Asian Philosophy,

Sungkyunkwan Univ.

This paper analyzes the philosophical meaning of Jeong Yak-yong’s
concept of HEZHE(jajujigwon) and to draw out its significance
within the history of Confucian thought. This concept, at once,
reveals the distinctiveness of Jeong Yak-yong’s thought through the
encounter of heterogeneous elements representing both Eastern and
Western traditions, while also becoming a source of much scholarly
confusion. Can Jeong’s H 1. 2# be regarded as an element that
reinforces the view of him as a defector from Zhu Xi’s orthodoxy—or
even as an anti-Zhu Xi thinker—and as a Christian? I first note that
the notion of freedom(liberty) he encountered was not the modern
concept of liberty, but rather the medieval Christian notion of free
will, grounded in a heteronomous view of the human being(a soul-

centered anthropology). In the Christian narrative, human free
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will is tied to the doctrine of original sin—despite the factor of
the serpent’s temptation, the Adamic story tells of humankind’s
voluntary choice to disobey God’s command, thereby falling into sin.
The doctrine of humanity created in the image of God, the fall, and
original sin is structured around the idea that the cause of human
corruption lay in the free choice of human beings themselves,
and that the event exposed human pride and arrogance. Within
the Western Learning framework, however, the “self” as soul is
constrained by its religious character, making it difficult to highlight
human subjectivity: the greater the emphasis on the “self,” that is,
subjectivity, the more the role and meaning of God as the Absolute
are diminished. Interestingly, Jeong Yak-yong reinterpreted this
freedom concept—rooted in Christian thought—on a Confucian
foundation. He embraced the Confucian notion of subjectivity
articulated in Zhu Xi’s doctrine of the “human mind and the moral
mind”(renxindaoxin), namely the idea that “a human being is
the master of one’s own body” and possesses the capacity for self-
conversion, and he praised Zhu Xi as the “restorer of the Way.” At
this point, I argue that Jeong’s zizhuzhiquan, unlike the medieval
Christian theory of free will he encountered, was reinterpreted on

the basis of the Confucian notion of subjectivity.

Key Words | Jeong Yak-yong, Jajujigwon( 1 +.2#£), Subjectivity,

Autonomy, Western Learning.
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